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Building Interstate 69  
As A Series of  

Upgrade Projects 



20-Years of  I-69 Advocacy 

 The Alliance for I-69 Texas was 
formed in 1993 by elected 
officials and economic 
development organizations 

 All segments of route 
represented in Alliance 

 Have an executive director plus 
Washington and State Capitol 
representation 

 Persistence has helped build 
support from lawmakers, 
governor, Transportation 
Commission and local 
communities 
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The I-69 System in Texas 

 1,076 system miles including I-69E, 
I-69C, I-69W, I-369 and I-2 

 One-third of Texas population lives in 
the 35 counties on the I-69 Routes 

 Already a very important freight 
corridor and connecting route 

 Includes some long rural sections 
through low population areas 

 Connects population centers, 
seaports, distribution points, and 
border ports of entry 
 Houston Metro – 6.4 million 

 RG Valley & Laredo – 2.1 million 

 Mexico Rio Grande – 1.7 million 

 Corpus Christi Metro – 427,000 

 Texarkana Metro  – 144,000 

 Victoria Metro – 122,000 
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Signed Sections 

 Signed Miles 

 Rio Grande Valley – 114 
(including I-2 connector) 

 Corpus Christi – 6 

 Houston Area – 63 

 Texarkana – 3.5 

 Laredo – 1.4  

 TOTAL – 188 MILES 

 About 50 more miles are 
at freeway standard 

 11 miles in Houston under 
review for addition to the 
Interstate Highway System 

 Coming – sections in 
Brooks, Kleberg & Nueces 
Counties in South Texas 
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Blue Represents 
Sections Now at 
Freeway Standard 



I-69 Funding Program 

 I-69 in Texas is being 
developed as a series of 
incremental upgrades to 
existing highways – US 59,    
US 77, US 281, US 84 

 37 projects scheduled for 
funding by Texas DOT 

 Texas is facing a major shortfall 
in highway funding 

 Texas will need to continue the 
I-69 upgrade program and 
increased transportation 
funding will be needed to 
ultimately string smaller 
projects together 
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TxDOT I-69 
FUNDING 

PROGRAM: 
More Than 

$900 Million 
in Funded 
Projects 

Alliance for I-69 Texas 



Milestones: First I-69 Section Signed (2011) 
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2013: Sugar Land Signing Ceremony  
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2013:  I-69E/I-2 Ceremony in Harlingen  



2013:  I-69C/I-2 Ceremony in Pharr  
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Texarkana Signing Ceremony – Sept. 2013 
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I-69W at Laredo Designated – June 2014 



2012 Average Daily Truck Counts 
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6,000 + 

8,000 + 

4,000 + 

2,000 + 

Traffic Relying on 
Facilities at Current 

Level of Service  

8,000 + 

4,000 + 



Projected 2032 Average Daily Truck Counts 
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8,000 + 

8,000 + 

8,000 + 

6,000 + 

6,000 + 

4,000 + 

Does Not Reflect 
Traffic That Will 

Move From Other 
Routes to I-69 After 
Expected Corridor 

Upgrades 

 TxDOT projects that 
average daily traffic will 
increase by 50% or 
more throughout the 
corridor by 2032. 

 The majority of the 
route will be carrying 
more than 6,000 trucks 
a day by that year.  

 Parts of the route 
currently not meeting 
interstate standards 
will be carrying 
interstate-level freight 
volumes. 

 



Freight Generators in I-69 Counties Today 
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2010 Combined Freight Tonnage by County 
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TxDOT data shows 
significant total freight 
tonnage along I-69, 
particularly in the Laredo, 
McAllen, Brownsville, 
Corpus Christi and 
Houston areas. 



Projected 2040 Combined Freight Tonnage 
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TxDOT projects freight 
tonnage to grow 
significantly throughout the 
corridor by 2040.   



Serving Texas Ports – Land and Sea 

18 

50% of Total US Truck  
Trade With Mexico Comes  

Through South Texas  
Ports of Entry 

TEXAS 

SEAPORTS 
2010 U.S. Rank in  

Total Tonnage 

  2. Houston 

  4. Beaumont 

  6. Corpus Christi 

11. Texas City 

25.  Port Arthur 
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I-69: A National Freight Corridor 
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Setting the Stage for a New East-West 
Interstate Highway Starting in Texas 

July 2014 

Polk County Judge 
John P. Thompson’s 
Presentation @ 
Texas Good Roads  
July 8, 2014 



Interstate 14 Can Begin Here 
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SEGMENT 1 

30 Miles of Existing 
Freeway from Copperas 
Cove to I-35 in Belton is 

Now at Interstate 
Highway Standard 



2nd Leg of I-14:  Belton to Woodville 
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Route Links 3 North-South Interstates: I-35, I-45 & I-69 

SEGMENT 1 

SEGMENT 2 

(Background colors indicate TxDOT Districts) 

US 190/Gulf Coast Strategic Highway Coalition 
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Would Provide a Route Across Texas Outside 
Federal Air Quality Non-Attainment Areas 

This Route Also Has the 
Potential to Save Travel 
Time When Compared to 
Routes Through High 
Traffic Metro Areas 
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Congressman Roger Williams to Lead  
Effort For Congressional Authorization 
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(As Was Done For I-69 in the 1990s) 

Seeking Federal Statutory 
Designation as a High 
Priority Corridor and Future 
Interstate Highway 

(Map of Congressional Districts) 



Letters  and 
Resolutions 
of Support 
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Texas A&M University System 
Hart of Texas Defense Alliance 

City of Killeen 
Killeen Economic Development Corp. 

Greater Killeen Chamber of Commerce 
Copperas Cove Economic Development 

Corp. 
Copperas Cove Chamber of Commerce 
Belton Economic Development Corp. 

Belton Chamber of Commerce 
Coastal Bend COG 

 
(The following are expected) 

City of Copperas Cove 
City of Harker Heights 

City of Belton 
Congressman Roger Williams 

Congressman John Carter 
 

 



Total $477 Million in Funded Texas Projects 
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Each Completed Section of I-69 Means 
Greater Freight Efficiency for Texas 
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